REMARKS 



The above-referenced patent application was filed as PCT/IB/01676 on 14 
October 1999. The claims were revised under Chapter II of the PCT proceedings, the 
changes being made to eliminate multiple dependencies and to eliminate omnibus 
claims. The revisions to the claims may be found on the sheets entitled "AMENDED 
CLAIMS - VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE." . A clean set of 
the amended claims may be found on the sheets entitled "CLEAN VERSION OF THE 
AMENDED CLAIMS". 

The claims under consideration in this application are therefore claims 1-26 and 
claim 28. 

If the Examiner believes that a telephone interview would be beneficial to 
advance prosecution of the instant application to early issue, they are invited to contact 
the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

Respectfully submitted at Canton, Ohio this I Z** day of /k>" ' I , 2001 . 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 
VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADF 



1 . A method for obtaining transformed or genetically modified plant 
seed, the method including contacting germinating plant seed with a wetting 
agent or surfactant and an Agrobacterium strain to transform or genetically modify 

5 the plant seed. 

2. A method as claimed in claim 1, in which the wetting agent or 
surfactant is a non-oil based wetting agent or surfactant. 

3. A method as claimed in claim 1 [or claim 2], in which the wetting 
agent or surfactant includes a polyether polymethyl siloxane copolymer. 

10 4. A method as claimed in claim 1 [any one of the preceding claims], in 

which the Agrobacterium strain and the wetting agent or surfactant are in the 
form of an admixture, the wetting agent or surfactant and the Agrobacterium 
strain being present in the admixture in a mass ratio of the wetting agent or 
surfactant: Agrobacterium strain of between 1:99 and 1:10000. 



15 5. A method as claimed in claim 1 [any one of the preceding claims], in 

which the germinating plant seed are subjected to vacuum infiltration while they 
are being contacted with the wetting agent or surfactant and the Agrobacterium 
strain. 



6. A method as claimed in claim 5, in which the germinating plant seed 

20 are subjected to vacuum infiltration for a period of between 5 minutes and 40 

minutes, at a pressure of between 150 Pa (a) and 750 Pa (a). 



7. 



A method as claimed in claim 1 [any one of the preceding claims], in 



# • 
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which the germinating plant seed are contacted with the wetting agent or 
surfactant and the Agrobacterium strain for a period of between 2 hours and 48 
hours, at a temperature of between 15 °C and 35 °C. 



8. A method as claimed in claim 1 [any one of the preceding claims], in 
5 which the Agrobacterium strain is Agrobacterium tumefaciens. 

9. A method as claimed in claim 1 [any one of the preceding claims], in 
which the Agrobacterium strain includes a foreign gene which includes appropriate 
regulatory sequences so as to be expressed in the cells of a plant which is 
cultivated from the transformed or genetically modified plant seed. 



10 10. A method as claimed in claim 9, in which the foreign gene confers 

at least one of disease resistance and drought resistance to the plant which is 
cultivated from the transformed or genetically modified plant seed. 

11. A method as claimed in claim 1 [any one of the preceding claims], in 

which'the Agrobacterium strain includes a plasmid comprising vector pBM 21 . 



15 12. A method as claimed in claim 9 [or claim 10], in which the 

Agrobacterium strain includes a plasmid which includes both said foreign gene and 
a selection agent resistance gene, the selection agent resistance gene also 
including appropriate regulatory sequences so as to be expressed in the cells of 
the plant which is cultivated from the transformed or genetically modified plant 

20 seed. 



13. A method as claimed in claim 12, in which the selection agent 

resistance gene codes for antibiotic resistance, thus imparting resistance to an 
antibiotic selection agent to the plant which is cultivated from the transformed or 
genetically modified plant seed. 
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14. A method as claimed in claim 13, in which the antibiotic selection 
agent is selected from the group consisting of at least one of kanamycin and 
rifampicin, and in which the selection agent resistance gene is a GUS-intron gene. 

15. A method as claimed in claim 1 [any and of the preceding claims], in 
which the plant seed is from the family leguminoseae. 

1 6. A method as claimed in claim 1 5, in which the plant seed is soybean 

seed. 

17. A method as claimed in claim 15, in which the plant seed is lupin 
seed. 

18. A method as claimed in claim 1 [any one of the preceding claims], 
which includes germinating plant seed at a temperature of between 22 °C and 32 
°C, for a period of between 2 days and 5 days, before contacting the germinating 
plant seed with the wetting agent or surfactant and the Agrobacterium strain. 

19. A transformed or genetically modified plant seed produced by the 
method as claimed in claim 1 [any one of claims 1 to 1 8 inclusive]. 

20. A transformed or genetically modified plant cultivated from the plant 
seed as claimed in claim 1 9. 

21. A plant seed produced by the transformed or genetically modified 
plant as claimed in claim 20. 

22. A plant which is the progeny of a transformed or genetically modified 
plant as claimed in claim 20. 



23. A transformation composition which includes, in admixture, an 
Agrobacterium strain and a wetting agent or surfactant. 

24. A transformation composition as claimed in claim 23, in which the wetting 
agent or surfactant is a non-oil based wetting agent or surfactant. 

25. A transformation composition as claimed in claim 23 or claim 24, in which 
the wetting agent or surfactant includes a polyether polymethyl siloxane 
copolymer, and in which the Agrobacterium strain is Agrobacterium 
tumefaciens. 

26. A transformation composition as claimed in claim 25, in which the wetting 
agent or surfactant and the Agrobacterium strain are present in a mass 
ratio of the wetting agent or surfactant: Agrobacterium strain of between 
1:99 and 1:10000. 

[27. A method for obtaining transformed or genetically modified plant seed as 
claimed in claim 1, substantially as herein described and illustrated.] 

28. A transformation composition as claimed in claim 23, substantially as herein 
described and illustrated. 



[29. A new method for obtaining transformed or genetically modified plant seed, 
a new transformation composition, a new plant seed, or a new plant, substantially 
as herein described.] 



